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SUBJECT: AUSTRALIAN PARTICIPATION IN WORKING PARTIES OF 
OECD HIGH LEVEL OIL GROUP 

OECD FOR BENNSKY 

1. EMBASSY FIRST SECRETARY HUGHES CALLED AT DEPT MARCH 25 
ON INSTRUCTIONS TO SAY AUSTRALIA HAD REVERSED ITS POSITION 
AND NOW SEEKS OUR ASSISTANCE IN REGAINING MEMBERSHIP ON 
OECD HLG WORKING PARTIES CONCERNED WITH OIL SHARING AND 
ACCELERATED DEVELOPMENT OF CONVENTIONAL ENERGY RESOURCES. 

2. HUGHES SAID A RECENT MINISTERIAL-LEVEL MEETING HAD 
RE-EXAMINED THE GOA DECISION OF TWO WEEKS AGO TO WITHDRAW 
FROM THE OIL SHARING WORKING PARTY AND NOT TO ACCEPT 
MEMBERSHIP IN THE NEWLY FORMED WORKING PARTY ON ACCELERA- 
TING CONVENTIONAL RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT. HE EXPLAINED THAT 
THE ISSUE OF THEIR PARTICIPATION HAD CAUGHT THEM SOMEWHAT 
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HASTILY IN CANBERRA. ONLY OTHER EXPLANATION OFFERRED 
WAS REFERENCE TO "CERTAIN INTERNAL PROBLEMS.” SINCE 
AUSTRALIA NOW WISHES TO PARTICIPATE IN BOTH GROUPS, HE 
ASKED THAT THE U.S. TAKE REQUEST SERIOUSLY AND ASSIST IN 
THEIR EFFORTS. AUSTRALIAN AMBASSADOR TO OECD WILL PROCEE D 
ON THIS MATTER IN PARIS BUT WILL NOT SEEK TO PUT ISSUE 
BEFORE WORKING PARTY MEETINGS NOW UNDERWAY. HUGHES MADE 

CLEAR AUSTRALIAN INTEREST WAS IN THE SUBSTANCE OF THE TWO 
GROUP'S WORK AND NOT IN BEING MORE CLOSELY ASSOCIATED WITH 
THE COORDINATING GROUP. 

3. DEPTOFF (TARRANT, EUR/RPE) WAS NON-COMMITTAL IN 
RESPONSE BUT DID NOTE OUR VIEW ON KEEPING GROUPS SMALL 
FOR EFFICIENT OPERATION. WE UNDERSTAND AMBASSADOR MAY 
SEEK APPOINTMENT WITH UNDER SECRETARY DONALDSON TO 
EMPHASIZE REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE. 

4. WE ARE CONSIDERING THIS MATTER AND U.S. REP TO OECD 
HLG WORKING PARTIES AND EMBASSY CANBERRA ARE REQUESTED 
NOT TO TAKE ANY ACTION PENDING RECEIPT OF INSTRUCTIONS. 

RUSH 
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